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 The TDLA Annual Meeting is coming up September 18-20, 2019 at the Hyatt Place in 
Knoxville. Below is a preview of our amazing line up of speakers and their topics. The meeting is 
approved for a total of 6 hours of TN CLE (includes an hour of Ethics) and the Young Lawyers Boot 
Camp is an additional 3 hours of TN CLE. Young Lawyers can attend and receive up to 9 hours of CLE 
for only $175! 

A big “Thank You” to our Annual Meeting planning committee: Rocky King and Andrew Tucker with 
Egerton McAfee law firm and Derek Mullins and Chancey Miller with the Carr Allison law firm. 

Thursday presentations include (approved for 3 hours TN CLE) 

“Opioid Dependency in Chronic Pain – Mitigation 
Strategies” 
Dr. Jeffrey Hazlewood  
Dr. Jeffrey E. Hazlewood will be sharing his experience treating 
personal injury and workers’ compensation patients for pain 
management. His presentation will focus on opioid dependency in 
chronic pain, including a history of the opioid crisis, case studies, and 
mitigation strategies going forward. Dr. Hazlewood has a private 
practice in Lebanon and Murfreesboro with an emphasis on workers’ 
compensation, independent medical examinations, and medical 
record reviews. He is board certified in physical medicine and 
rehabilitation and pain medicine. 

“Practice Tips From the Federal Bench & State of the Judiciary”  
Chief Justice Pamela Reeves 
Chief Judge Pamela L. Reeves will be sharing the wisdom she has gained 
from her five and a half years of experience as a federal district judge with 
TDLA members on September 19. The Eastern District is in a time of 
transition and Judge Reeves will bring the group up to date on the caseload 
of the court, the way that the court balances an extremely large criminal 
practice and preferences of the judges. 
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“A Tour of the Financial Expert’s Toolbox”  
Misty Decker, CPA and Austin Starkey, CPA 
In this presentation, they will take a peek under the 
hood and discuss various tools financial experts 
have at their disposal and how we apply them 
throughout the life of a case. These tools help us 
analyze massive populations of data, quickly 
synthesize discovery documentation, and support 
the presentation of our expert opinions all the way 
to trial. Going through the details of this process 
will help attendees gain an understanding of the 
robust technical capabilities we possess so that you 
can get the most out of their financial experts. 

Friday presentations include (approved for 3 hours TN CLE incl. one hour Ethics) 

“Employment Law Update & New Statutes on Anti-Bullying 
Policy In Workplace Emotional Distress Claims” 
Edward “Ward” Phillips, Esq. 
Over the last several years, the topic of “bullying” has become more 
prevalent in our society and has inevitably warranted increased attention 
in the workplace.  “Bullying” — or mental anguish or emotional distress as 
it is defined by the courts — has thus been a recent topic of discussion for 
employment law practitioners. What steps can employers take to minimize 
this behavior in the workplace? And what liability does an employer face 
for the behavior of its employees? These questions and more will be 
addressed in this presentation. 

“Working for Tennessee: What’s New in the Attorney 
General’s Office” 
Tennessee Attorney General, Herbert Slatery III, Esq. 
Attorney General Slatery will provide an informal question and 
answer presentation regarding finding out more about the Attorney 
General’s office. An exciting “draw back the curtain” look into the life 
of an Attorney General in a casual setting.

http://www.tdla.net
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“Recent Ethical Enforcement Trends/ Cases & Application to 
Tennessee Rules of Professional Responsibility” 
Professor Paula Schaefer, UT College of Law 
In this interactive CLE, the audience will consider professional conduct 
dilemmas faced by lawyers in civil litigation practice. Our hypothetical 
scenarios will be based on recent cases and news items in Tennessee 
and around the country. Using clickers, the audience will answer 
questions about whether the hypothetical attorneys would be subject to 
discipline under Tennessee Rules of Professional Conduct. We will then 
look at the polling results, discuss the correct answers, and consider 
the tools lawyers can use to guide ethical decision making in civil 
litigation practice. 

Young Lawyers Boot Camp (approved for 3 hours TN CLE): 

“Engaging Young Lawyers: Techniques Training for 
Practice & Filings From the Supreme Court”  
Cameron Norris, Esq. 
Mr. Norris clerked for U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas 
for the 2017-18 term. Before that, he clerked for federal appellate 
judges on the D.C. Circuit and Eleventh Circuit. Mr. Norris will 
discuss the lessons he learned as a young law clerk, particularly on 
the Supreme Court, in terms of appellate advocacy and persuading 
appellate judges. He will explain the distinction between what is not 
in the advocate's control and what is, and why that distinction 
usually should not affect the advocate's approach. He will also give 
a series of do's and don't's of high-level appellate advocacy based on 
his experience (without naming specific lawyers, cases, underlying 
facts, or any other details). 

“Young Lawyers Do’s and Don’ts in the Courtroom”  
Chief Justice Pamela Reeves 
Chief Justice Reeves will offer some Do’s and Don’ts for young 
lawyers who practice in federal court.  In particular, she will discuss 
the differences between practicing in state and federal court and the 
importance of motions for summary judgement.  

http://www.tdla.net
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Young Lawyers Boot Camp continued: 

“Trial Tactics & Tips with Judges/ Advice for Young 
Lawyers in Early Stages of Practice” 
Chief Justice Reeves/ Justice Lee/ Judge Stevens 

Chief Justice Reeves, Justice Lee and 
Judge Stevens will join together in this 
panel offering tips for lawyers who are 
beginning their practice.  They will 
discuss tips for appellate court practice. 
Justice Lee’s presentation will include 
discussion of the recently promulgated 
rules governing electronic filing in the 
appellate courts, guidelines for writing 
effective appellate briefs, and advice 
about presenting persuasive oral 
arguments in the appellate courts. 

TO REGISTER for TDLA Annual Meeting: 
• Regular members click here 

• Young Lawyer members & YL Boot Camp click here 

Agenda: click here

Hotel Reservations: Please click on the link and enter the dates of our room block Sept 18-20, 
2019. Deadline for Room Block is August 30, 2019. Rates are $149/ night. 

Hotel Booking Link: click here

http://tdla.net/event-3479859
http://tdla.net/event-3488862
http://tdla.net/resources/Documents/2019%20TDLA%20Annual%20Meeting%20Agenda%208.5.19.pdf
https://knoxvilledowntown.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?corp_id=G-TDLA
http://www.tdla.net
http://tdla.net/event-3479859
http://tdla.net/event-3488862
http://tdla.net/resources/Documents/2019%20TDLA%20Annual%20Meeting%20Agenda%208.5.19.pdf
https://knoxvilledowntown.place.hyatt.com/en/hotel/home.html?corp_id=G-TDLA
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TDLA NEWS
Rule 26 Request - The Tennessee Supreme Court is seeking written comments concerning 
recommended amendments from the Advisory Commission on the Rules of Practice and Procedure.  
Specifically, the Commission has recommended an amendment to Rule 26 of the Rules of Civil 
Procedure which would require initial disclosures in state court.  TDLA would appreciate 
receiving your comments regarding the proposed rule change so that we can draft a 
comment to submit on behalf of our membership.  The deadline to submit comments is 
December 13.  If you would like to also send your comments directly to the Commission, you can e-
mail them to appellatecourtclerk@tncourts.gov or mail them to James Hivner, Clerk, Re: 2020 Rules 
Package, 100 Supreme Court Building, 401 7th Avenue North, Nashville, TN 37219-1407. 
Order may be seen  on our website by clicking here. 

Amicus Requests - Do you know of legislation in Tennessee that may be favorable for TDLA to file 
an Amicus Brief? Let Us Know! Contact office@tdla.net and our Board will consider all requests. 

TDLA Upcoming Events
September 2019 - Labor & Employment Section Webinar- Co-Chair Geoffrey Lindley with 
Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell will present a FREE one hour TDLA webinar. Details TBA. 

*** 

During the TDLA Annual Meeting, we will present our annual "Defense Lawyer of the Year" 
and "Rising Star" awards. Deadline to nominate a TDLA member is August 30, 2019. Please fill 
out nomination form below and send your nominee to office@tdla.net. 

DEFENSE LAWYER OF THE YEAR  - To honor a TDLA member who has made significant 
contributions to TDLA, to the defense bar, and/or to the practice of law in Tennessee this year.  

RISING STAR AWARD - To honor a TDLA member who has been practicing law 10 years or 
less and who has made significant contributions to TDLA, to the defense bar, and/or who has 
promoted the interests of young lawyers in Tennessee this year. 
Awards Nomination Form: click here

*** 

Save the Date! - January 24-25, 2020 - TDLA Trial School, Nashville, TN - After a successful 
first year Trial School for TDLA, we will host another Trial School for young lawyers this coming 
January in Nashville - More information & registration coming this fall!

http://www.tdla.net
https://stage.tba.org/tba/interspire/link.php?M=15192&N=3617&L=42081&F=H
mailto:appellatecourtclerk@tncourts.gov
http://tdla.net/page-1566601/7850388
mailto:office@tdla.net
mailto:office@tdla.net
http://tdla.net/resources/Documents/2019%20TDLA%20Awards%20Nomination%20Form.pdf
https://stage.tba.org/tba/interspire/link.php?M=15192&N=3617&L=42081&F=H
mailto:appellatecourtclerk@tncourts.gov
http://tdla.net/page-1566601/7850388
mailto:office@tdla.net
mailto:office@tdla.net
http://tdla.net/resources/Documents/2019%20TDLA%20Awards%20Nomination%20Form.pdf


Support  our TDLA Sponsors

Presenting Sponsors

Patron Sponsors

The 2019 TDLA Sponsorship Package is now available! 
Click here for the Sponsor Information page.

R.J. Hill Consulting 
Smyrna, TN

Title Sponsors

http://tdla.net/page-1566595
http://tdla.net/page-1566595

